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FOR PASTORS AND CHURCH LEADERS

Creating spaces for connection, Biblical teaching and equipping
Championing a culture of support
Calling Forth a national voice for Canadian Christian women, coast to coast
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What would it look like if Canadian Christian women were stronger 
together through a connected infrastructure coast to coast? 

We have stepped out to answer that question, as we have gathered 
regionally in three provinces across Canada, and anticipate our first 

national gathering in the fall.

GATHER is an invitation. To tell the CANADIAN story. 

To champion a culture of support as we walk out our callings: 
unified and diverse. 

To connect Canadian Christian women regionally and nationally 
through a robust network on the ground and online. 

God is stirring in us the desire for a uniquely Canadian expression 
of His heart for us. 

In 2016 we will Gather in person locally, regionally and nationally. 

We are thrilled to share with you the Vision of Gather Women. 

Let Us Gather.

Contact us:
www.gatherwomen.com

gatherwomencanada.@gmail.com



Welcome To Gather! 
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To our Ministry Friends – Pastors, and church leaders - we can’t express how excited we 
are to share with you the vision God has called us and Christian women across Canada to: 

Gather the one, the few and the many for His glory in this great nation in 2016.

Since the Gather movement launched in 2014, almost three thousand Christian women 
across Canada have raised their hand to say, “I’m in”... and together, we are immersing 
ourselves in the work of becoming visible to each other and cultivating the fertile soil of 
the Canadian landscape by creating a robust network online and on the ground. 

Sadly, we have tended to import from other countries many of our resources, and many 
of the voices that grace our platforms with teaching and equipping.  We are grateful for 
all of them.  This may have contributed to a poverty mindset amongst this generation of 
Canadian Christian women to go looking elsewhere for the gifts that we know are waiting 
to be called forth and into service in their lives, here in Canada. 

In 2016 we are focused on Presence – online and on the ground. And so we have 
determined to step out and begin gathering Christian women together across Canada.  
We value generational, geographical, denominational and cultural diversity, and do not 
assume that women’s stories and experiences are the same province to province. 

We have been present in Surrey, BC., Edmonton, Alberta, and Montreal, Quebec 
and experienced incredible regional gatherings.  Women hear from credible Canadian 
Christian women bible teachers, worship and pray together, and are mobilized to go out 
from our gathering and immerse themselves in the work of the local church, and become 
active in their spheres of influence.  The goal is to transform the soil between our two feet 
and we see Canada as soil ripe for harvest.  What if women were challenged to find their 
individual and national voice as disciples of Christ, and agents of transformation for this 
time in history?

We are inviting you, our friends, church pastors and leaders, to encourage your women 
to gather with us and expect that they will then bring their gifts more fully back to invest 
in your local church community.   Would you join us as we seek to champion a culture of 
support for each woman in this nation? 

We pray your women will join us for Gather Rise in Toronto on October 1, 2016.  We are 
making history in Jesus’ name.  Let Us Gather.

In His Name, and for His Glory,
Cathie Ostapchuk
Co-Founder, Gather Women



Dear Church leader,

I am writing this letter to you on behalf of the Board of Directors of Gather Women.  

Gather Women is a new movement in our nation that exists to bring Canadian Christian 
women together from coast to coast in order to create a strong infrastructure of connection, 
to equip and resource women with teaching and tools to live their faith and put their faith 
in action to transform their nation.  It is currently the only Christian interdenominational, 
multigenerational, national organization/movement connecting women from coast-to-coast.

We believe that by creating a space where Canadian Christian women are invited to connect 
and be poured into through Gather Women’s online and on the ground presence, a national 
voice will be called forth that will have significant impact in the Canadian culture and globally, 
for Kingdom work.

Gather Women is committed to investing in the spiritual lives of the women who engage 
with our regional and national gatherings, and with our online resources.  It is our desire 
that women’s experiences with Gather will result in them being poured into so that they are 
empowered to go back to their communities and pour out for the Kingdom – “we gather in to 
go out”.

As such, Gather Women desires to come alongside and be a support to the women’s ministries 
of the local church.  Gather Women desires to offer a space where all of the efforts of the local 
church are shored up through the collective voice – where women of faith coast to coast are 
able to see how God is moving across our nation, and be encouraged and strengthened by one 
another so that they can continue to live out their calling and use their gifts for His glory.

Gather Women believes that something powerful happens when women of faith, from all types 
of backgrounds, denominations and locations come together, unite and collectively embrace 
and declare our allegiance to our King, and stand together as one.  Matthew Arnold, an English 
poet and cultural critic of the 18th century is quoted as saying, “If there ever comes a time 
when the women of the world come together purely and simply for the benefit of mankind, 
it will be a force such as the world has never known.” Gather Women exists to provide the 
platform for this coming together, not just of women, but Christian women along with the 
power of God and His presence, for His glory.  We believe that will be a force such as our 
nation has never known.

On behalf of the board, I am writing to invite you to encourage the women of your 
congregation to join us as we choose to join God and what He is doing across our nation 
through the women He has placed on our Canadian soil for such a time as this.

In Him,
Elizabeth Pierce, Chair 
Gather Women Board of Directors

A letter from our Board
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Gather Women has prayerfully selected values as reflections of characteristics  
we see in the life of Jesus.  As His disciples, we want to model our lives after  
His example.

We choose ABUNDANCE as a way of life...knowing we have more  
 than we need. 

2 Corinthians 9:8 "And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all 
things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound with every  
good work."

We choose to be BOLD... rather than timid

2 Timothy 1:7 "For God has not given us a spirit of timidity, but of power  
and love and discipline"

Hebrews 4:16  "Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that  
we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need."

We choose to be GENUINE... rather than cloaked in fear 
 and self-preservation

Romans 12:3 "...do not think of yourself more highly than you ought,  
but rather think of yourself with sober judgement, in accordance with the  
faith God has distributed to each of you."

We choose to be INVITATIONAL... rather than exclusive  
 and isolated

Matthew 28:19 "Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit."

We choose to value HARMONY...while embracing our diversity

Romans 12:16 "Live in harmony with one another.  Do not be proud, but be 
willing to associate with people of low position.  Do not be conceited."

What We ValueWhat We Value
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e believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

We believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son,  

our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

He descended to the dead.

On the third day He rose again;

He ascended into heaven,

He is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy universal Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting.

Amen.

What We Believe
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We exist to bring Canadian Christian women together from diverse cultural, 
denominational, generational and geographical contexts in order to create a 
strong infrastructure of connection coast to coast, to equip and resource women 
with teaching and tools to live their faith and put their faith in action to 
transform their nation.

We believe that by creating a space where Canadian Christian women are invited 
to connect and be equipped through Gather Women’s online and on the ground 
presence, a national voice will be called forth that will have significant impact in 
the Canadian culture and globally, for Kingdom work.

What would it look like if Canadian women of faith were stronger together
through a connected infrastructure coast to coast?

GATHER is an invitation.

To tell the Canadian story. 

To champion a culture of support as we walk out our callings:
unified and diverse.

To connect us all regionally and nationally through a robust network
on the ground and online. 

God is stirring in us the desire for a uniquely Canadian expression of
His heart for us.

 
In 2016 we will Gather locally, regionally and nationally. 

Please sign up and count yourself in. 

Our VisionOur Vision



8

Total Number of Women Connected With Gather Across Canada  
(online through social media, or on the ground at a Gather Women event or through 
participating in a Gather Circle)

Total Number of Women Who Have Attended Local And Regional  
Gatherings Across Canada

Number of Women Who Have Engaged With Gather  
Conversation Circle Curriculum

Total Number of Gatherings Across Canada Since 2014

Gather Imagine.....November 2014
Gather Lead.........June 2015
Gather Voices.......November 2015

REGIONAL GATHERINGS ACROSS CANADA

British Columbia (Surrey)....April 2, 2016   
Alberta (Edmonton).............May 14, 2016  
Quebec (Montreal)...............June 11, 2016    

*All Regional Gatherings have come about from a collaborative partnership with local 
 partnering churches

*All Regional Gatherings have been at no charge for women to attend, with only  
 a suggested donation amount

Number Of Major Sponsorship Partners For Regional Gatherings

Gather Women has been able to be present on the ground across Canada at regional gatherings 
as well create an online presence because of the trusting relationships with our Sponsorship  
Partners who have made it possible.

We would like to thank COMPASSION CANADA and INTERNATIONAL JUSTICE 
MISSION CANADA for their Sponsorship Support and championing of the  
Gather Women movement.

National Event

Gather Rise, October 1, 2016, Toronto Ontario

We ask for your support in prayer.  We ask for your partnership in making disciples in this 
nation.  We ask for your encouragement to the women of your congregation to gather with us at  
Gather Rise on October 1.

3,000
800

50
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Information On Gather Women  



Our Partners
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Contact us:
www.gatherwomen.com

gatherwomencanada.@gmail.com

Creating spaces for connection, Biblical teaching and equipping
Championing a culture of support

Calling Forth a national voice
for Canadian Christian women, coast to coast


