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In this expanded Leader’s Guide you’ll find details about facilitating Gather Circles in your
church or community:

Gather Circle Leader’s Guide

PREPARE.
You might already have a list of ladies in your mind that you want to be part 
of your Gather Circle. That’s fantastic. We’d love for you to also think outside 
your normal circle of friends.

The ideal Gather Circle will include 5-10 women. That’s enough to have a good discussion with differing 
perspectives, but not too many women that not everyone will get a chance to include her voice.

Think of inviting someone from your existing sphere of influence with whom you’d love to spend time 
with and invest. Consider who you can include that you might not yet know. Think about the woman 
down the street or the one you bump into regularly at the store.

Email.  Call.  Talk to her in person. Start inviting your Gather Circle group for one hour a week for 
six weeks. There’s no homework in Gather Circle, which we hope will make this a reasonable time 
commitment for you and the ladies you invite to your Circle.

Make space for your Circle. We’re talking both physical space and spiritual space.

Find a space large enough to host the 5-10 women who will be part of your Circle. That may be in your 
own home. And if not, that’s okay too. Head to your local library, coffee shop or church to have your 60 
minute, weekly conversation together.

That almost feels like the easy part, doesn’t it? Here’s what we mean by creating spiritual space.

Your role as a Circle Leader to:  

 » Prepare.
 » Pray.
 » Participate.

Your role as a Circle leader

Our role at Gather Women to:         

 » Create. 
 » Connect.
 » Celebrate.

PRAY.
Pray for your group before they set foot in the space where you’ll be gathering. Try and set aside some 
time on the day before you meet, or earlier in the day before you gather.

Need ideas on how to seek the Lord for your ladies?

 » Praise God in your prayer time for what He’s already done. Maybe you’ve experienced His  
 loving kindness in your life recently. Or seen God transform someone else’s relationships.  
 Or simply the very fact that you got up the courage to raise your hand to lead a Gather Circle is  
 a praiseworthy thing.

 » Ask Him to prepare your heart and the heart’s of the ladies who will be part of your Circle these next  
 few weeks. He knows what areas need softening.
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PARTICIPATE.

It’s just minutes before the first ladies from your Circle arrive. We feel those excited and nervous butterflies 
too. Will they come? What is God going to do in all of your hearts and lives through your time together?

To help you out, we believe we’ve created Discussion Guides that will help you facilitate a great time 
together with your Gather Circle ladies.

 » There is a get-to-know-you question to start things off. You can spend between 5-7 minutes having  
 a few ladies answer this question that will also get the ball rolling for  the topic you’ll be discussing.

 » Throughout your weekly Discussion Guide you’ll see Scripture passages to look up. Try to get  
 different ladies reading aloud. We know that “faith comes from hearing” so what a powerful way  
 to encourage our faith together.

Some of the shorter passages are right there in the Weekly Discussion Guide. You’ll have to look up,  
or get another participant to look up longer passages in the Bible.

 » You might be wondering how long you should spend on each section of questions. It all depends on 
  your group of ladies, and how open they are to share their answers. Aim to spend 5-7 minutes per 
  question section.

Some answers to the questions posed throughout your Discussion Guide may seem pretty straightforward. 
For those questions, it’s okay to have one woman answer. We’ve mixed those easier questions in with some 
of the more challenging, personal questions to keep the discussion going.

When you reach a question that might take a minute for women to answer, take your time. Be okay with 
the silence of waiting. Those awkward pauses while you and the women in your group are processing 
what God is doing in your hearts are some of the most wonderful moments. For personal questions, try to 
have a couple ladies answer from their own experiences.

 » Have Bibles on hand. Sure we can all look up Scripture using an app if we like. But there’s something 
 about having the Word in hardcopy, and maybe a few translations, that helps to draw out so many 
 great things from God’s heart to ours.

 » There is a pre-written prayer at the end of each week’s Discussion Guide which focuses on the  
 theme of that Circle discussion. As the Leader you are welcome to read it. Plus,  
 you can think about having your ladies take a turn praying it aloud through the six-weeks. 

Gather Circle Leader’s Guide

 » Silence the distractions that could come up during your discussion, whether they be tangible or 
 spiritual distractions. Ask the Lord to quiet your minds from to-do lists or carpool coordinating. 
 Perhaps you’ll even need to encourage your Circle to put away their mobile devices during  
 your hour together.

 » Invite the Holy Spirit to guide your time together. He is an amazing God who knows exactly what  
 each woman in your Circle is thinking or feeling each time you meet. He’ll help guide your talk.

 » Thank God for what He will do through the Christ-focused conversations you’ll have in  
 your Gather Circle.

Remember to pray for yourself too! Taking on the leadership of a Gather Circle may have felt like a totally  
natural decision. Or it may have been a bit of a risk for you. Either way, congratulations and we’ll  
be praying for you also.



CREATE.
You’ll have access to weekly Discussion Guides online for your Gather Circle. Read them from your mobile 
device or print them as hard copies. Whichever suits you.
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Our role at Gather.

Gather Circle Leader’s Guide

CONNECT.
We want you to know that we value you so much. And we want to make sure you are supported during this 
journey as a Circle Leader.

One of the best was to do that is by connecting with us, and other Circles, through our online presence.

Website:   gatherwomen.com    Twitter: @gatherwomen   Facebook:  Gather Women Canada
Instagram: @gatherwomen

And for you, as a Circle Leader, we’d love to stay connected via email as well. To receive web support and 
regular emails please sign up to our email list at hello@gatherwomen.com 
We’re also going to pin-drop the locals of our Gather Circles on our virtual map. We see these as points of 
light across the nation that will illuminate the darkness and light up each community they represent. We 
believe that Christ’s light will shine brightly as we gather from coast to coast.

CELEBRATE.

One way we’re excited to celebrate with you is at regional and national Gather events. This is a chance to 

meet others face-to-face and celebrate our unique identity as Christian women in Canada.

Email: hello@gatherwomen.com to subscribe to our email list to receive updates as to where we will be 

gathering next - we would love to meet you face to face!

Gather Circle is the first step toward a broader vision. 

God is stirring a desire for a uniquely Canadian expression of His heart for us.
This is includes women from every culture, denomination, generation, province and territory.

Imagine raising the voice and profile of Canadian women of Christian faith. 

   Jesus modelled it perfectly.

   Gather with the One.  Gather the few by inviting women to your circle.  We can impact  

   17 million women in Canada, one conversation, one relationship at time.

Inspire the creation of real-world and virtual connections between women across Canada.

Ignite a passion for prayer and God’s presence in our communities.
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